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SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE 



Further to the amendment filed December 1 1 , 2001, please replace the following paragraph on 
page 5 of the amendment: r 

The present invention claims priority to German patent application No. 197 29 810 9 
rnvS ' ^ ****** ^ 3? CFR L131 WiU be SUbmitted to P** 
with the following argument: 

Applicants submit that Lamping does not disclose the agent of the invention. The Office 
Achon states that Lamping et at. teach the inhibition of LBP-LPS interaction by human 
recombinant LBP (meets criteria of claims 12 and 13), LBP-peptides with mutation at amino 

f ubt fr ^ , (n,eetS Claim 17 Cfiteria > 311(1 chimeric mutants such as LBP-BPI and 
LBP-LALF meets claim 17 criteria, see whole document)." (page 9, paper 14). There are really 
two parts to the Examiner's statements: 1) that Lamping teaches the inhibition of LBP-LPS 
interaction by human recombinant LBP; and 2) that Lamping teaches LBP-peptides with 
mutation at amino acid position 94 and 95. Since claim 17 has been canceled, only claims 12 
and 13 need to be addressed. Claim 12 has been amended to exclude variants, mutants and 
hybrids. Therefore, the second part of the Examiner's statement no longer needs to be 
considered. The Examiner is mistaken in stating that the inhibition of LBP-LPS interaction bv 
human recombinant LBP is taught or disclosed in Lamping. Lamping does not teach or suggest 
the use of LBP to inhibit LBP-LPS interaction. It is known that human LBP binds to LPS^That 
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is the mechanism of the inflammatory response. However, the present invention is the first to 
suggest the use of recombinant LBP itself as an inhibitor for the LRP-LPS interaction. 
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